Whence comes the profound impression made by
the naked corpse of the woman ? Freud's answer is
that the sight of the naked old woman reawakened
the mother fixation. The memory of the mother,
therefore, stirs up mingled feelings of tenderness
and sensuality. When we consider that the corpse
is lying on a dissection table, we see good reason for
inferring that there is also present a strong sadistic
component of the sexuality of the young man.
This sadistic element, transformed into intellectual
aggressiveness, later proceeds to question the
divinity. When, at the sight of the corpse, there
flashed through his mind the thought that there is
no God, not only was the mother-longing com-
pleted by the revolt against the father, but there
was also a transference of the sadistic impulse back
to the original object of childhood.
In other words, the sight of the dead woman,
who here unconsciously appears as a mother-
surrogate, did more than revive longing for the
mother. It also stirred the negative Oedipus
complex and permitted the counter-impulses, in-
tensified by reaction, to press to the surface of the
psyche. Only after that sadistic reaction does the
mother once more appear to the physician as the
" sweet-faced, dear old woman." Not until then
is the old Oedipus reaction allowed to appear in
its original intensity and form : as revolt against
the father. It is by no means immaterial that it
was a dead woman, a naked corpse which prompted
the old emotions. The sight of the corpse, by re-
awakening the unconscious sadistic impulses, also
caused the revival of the whole psychic constella-
tion of the child. As soon as the one instinctual goal
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